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VICTIMS OF CRIME TO ASSIST IN SENTENCING 
 
A sentencing initiative which gives victims of crime a say in how offenders are 
punished will be rolled out to an additional seven NSW Local Courts from today, 
NSW Attorney General John Hatzistergos announced. 
 
Mr Hatzistergos said Forum Sentencing would be available as a sentencing tool for 
magistrates in Burwood, Newtown, Balmain, Campbelltown, Camden, Picton and 
Moss Vale Local Courts.  
 
“The State Government is investing $1.9 million dollars this financial year to expand 
the program, which has been running in Liverpool and Tweed Local Courts since 
2005,” Mr Hatzistergos said. 
 
“The approach is proving effective in bringing offenders to account for their actions, 
while at the same time giving victims an active role in helping to administer justice.”  
 
Under the program, offenders are ordered to sit down with their victims, a facilitator 
and police to discuss the impact of their crime and agree to an intervention plan. 
 
Magistrates take this into account when handing down a sentence. 
 
Offenders might also be forced to make an apology, pay compensation or undertake 
drug and alcohol treatment. 
 
Those who fail to complete the program run the risk of being sent to prison. 
 
However, hardened criminals, such as those who have served jail time and those 
guilty of serious personal violence and sexual offenders will be excluded from the 
program. 
 
Mr Hatzistergos said an evaluation of the program by the NSW Bureau of Statistics 
and Crime Research last year found high levels of support for the program, among 
participants and particularly among victims. 
 
“Victims said they believed it was a fair process for them and almost all offenders 
agreed it would encourage them to obey the law,” he said. 
 
The Vice President of the Victims of Crime Assistance League, Howard Brown, 
welcomed the expansion of the Forum Sentencing Program. 
 
“This program has been embraced by victims of crime who believe it is more 
inclusive than the traditional criminal justice process,” he said. 
 



The Chief Executive Officer of the Enough is Enough Anti-Violence Movement Inc, 
Ken Marslew, commended the Attorney General on broadening the scheme to reach 
more courts. 
 
“This is definitely a step in the right direction. It is important we have a system in 
place which holds offenders to account and makes them face the consequences of 
their actions,” Mr Marslew said. 
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