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Law Council Supports Independent 
Reviewer of Terrorism Laws  

The Law Council of Australia has welcomed the Senate Standing Committee on 
Legal and Constitutional Affairs’ Report recommending the establishment of an 
Independent Reviewer of Australia’s terrorism laws.   

Law Council President Ross Ray QC said, “The Law Council has been calling for a 
mechanism for independently reviewing Australia’s anti-terrorism laws.  While past 
reviews of these laws have identified some areas of concern, there is a need for 
ongoing and comprehensive scrutiny of such laws by an Independent Reviewer.  
The Haneef case underlines this need.” 

The Law Council made a submission last month to the Senate Committee, which 
included suggestions in relation to the functions and the composition of office of 
the Independent Reviewer.   

“The Law Council is pleased that the Senate Committee has accepted the need for 
the establishment of the office of an Independent Reviewer.  We are also pleased 
that the Committee has adopted a number of the Law Council’s suggested 
reforms, including that the office of the Independent Reviewer be comprised of a 
small panel of independent experts with a clearly defined mandate to report 
regularly to Parliament,” Mr Ray said. 

The Law Council is urging the Government to adopt the Committee’s 
recommendations rather than give the responsibility for reviewing terrorism laws 
to an existing oversight body, such as the Inspector-General of Intelligence and 
Security, who has himself expressed reluctance at taking on the role.   

 “The time is right for an Independent Reviewer of terrorism laws in Australia and 
we urge the Government to act swiftly on this Committee Report,” Mr Ray 
concluded. 
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The Law Council of Australia exists to represent the legal profession at the 
national level, to speak on behalf of its constituent bodies on national issues, and 
to promote the administration of justice, access to justice and general improvement 
of the law. 


