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1. May it please the Court. 

2. It is a great honour to be here today to pay 

tribute to the service of the Honourable Murray 

Gleeson AC, Chief Justice of the High Court of 

Australia.  

3. Your Honour’s office is a privilege that has been 

bestowed on just 10 other Australians.  Like 

them – you have served our nation with 

distinction.   

4. You have led Australia’s highest court into its 

second hundred years.  This has been a time of 

dramatic change including unprecedented 

globalisation and emerging security threats from 

non-state actors.  Your Court has been a 

bedrock of stability as we face these and other 

challenges. 
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5. You may not be aware that in addressing 

members of the House of Representatives and 

Senators on Tuesday to mark his own farewell, 

the Governor-General, Major General Michael 

Jeffery, took time to specifically note your 

service to the Court and our nation.   His 

remarks were endorsed by all. 

6. You were born in country NSW - Wingham near 

Taree – a beautiful area of the mid north coast. 

7. You displayed intellectual aptitude early at 

St Joseph’s College in Hunters Hill, before 

matriculating to receive first class honours 

degrees in Arts and Law from Sydney 

University.  
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8. In 1962 you worked first as an articled clerk and 

then as a solicitor for Murphy & Moloney.  

However, after just one year the draw of 

advocacy proved too great.  I understand you 

borrowed 1000 pounds to read with Sir 

Laurence Street - a loan that was guaranteed by 

Sir William Deane, for whom you later 

frequently acted as junior.  With mentors such 

as that, we can ask how could you do other than 

succeed. 

9. You quickly established and maintained a 

successful commercial and taxation practice - 

often arguing important constitutional issues. 

10. You were appointed Queen’s Counsel in 1974 

and you soon established yourself as one of 

Sydney’s leading silks.   
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11. In fact, I recall that part of your constitutional 

work included providing advice to the Liberal 

Party in 1975 on the dismissal powers of the 

Governor-General. 

12. As the son of one of Gough Whitlam’s Ministers, 

this is one occasion that I would have preferred 

your Honour’s formidable legal mind to have 

been put to other uses!  

13. Your Honour’s only foray into politics was in 

terms of your profession.  You were elected by 

your peers to the Bar Council of the New South 

Wales Bar Association, serving as a member and 

then as President.  

14. In 1988, Australia’s bicentennial year, you were 

appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 

New South Wales, a position you held for the 

next decade.   
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15. In 1998 you were appointed Chief Justice of the 

High Court of Australia. 

16. Over the last two decades, you have clearly 

made a substantial mark on Australia’s legal 

system – and Australia’s legal history. 

17. In particular, as Chief Justice and head of the 

Council of Chief Justices, you have worked to 

strengthen judicial institutions and the sense of a 

national judicial identity. You have placed a 

high value on judicial education and supported 

the establishment of the National Judicial 

College.  

18. You are an acute observer of legal and judicial 

developments and their implications. You 

recently said that a huge change in the work of 

the Courts has occurred in the last 10 or 15 

years - and that most of the work of judges now 

involves interpreting and applying Acts of 

Parliament.  



 

Farewell ceremony for the Hon Chief Justice Anthony Murray Gleeson AC, High Court of Australia 
29 August 2008 

7 

19. You encouraged legal educators to catch up with 

this development.  I recently visited a university 

in Melbourne which had clearly recognised the 

legitimacy of your comments and was taking 

appropriate steps. 

20. On the bench, you are known as ‘the Smiler’ – 

one of those wonderfully ironic Australian 

nicknames - reflecting your Honour’s 

concentration and impartiality while 

deliberating.  Your Honour’s respect for 

precedent, the facts before you - and your skill 

in expressing complex ideas clearly and 

succinctly are all important qualities you 

brought to the role. 

21. I know that in retirement, at least from the office 

of Chief Justice, your Honour will maintain a 

vigorous and varied lifestyle.  
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22. I understand your plans involve travel and 

spending time with your wife Robyn who has 

been a constant support throughout your career, 

as well as your four children, Jacqueline, 

Rebecca, Nicholas and Gabrielle and their 

families, including your five grandchildren.   

23. It is inevitable that you will continue to provide 

great service to our nation’s legal system - a fact 

that will be welcomed by Government.  

24. Your Honour has made a very great 

contribution to the standing of this Court and 

the development of legal principle in Australia.  

You leave with the deep respect, admiration and 

gratitude of the judiciary, the legal profession 

and the people of Australia.  

25. You leave a very valuable legacy to this Court 

and to the Australian community. 
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26. On behalf of the Government and people of 

Australia, I extend my very best wishes to your 

Honour, to Mrs Gleeson and to your family.  I 

wish you great happiness and fulfilment in the 

many years to come. 

27. May it please the Court. 

 


