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                     Wednesday 3 September 2008 
 

NEW INDIGENOUS JUSTICE ADVISORY BODY  
 
The Minister for Home Affairs, Bob Debus, today invited Indigenous Australians to 
participate in the development of a new national Indigenous law and justice advisory body. 
 
“Indigenous Australians experience unacceptably high rates of contact with the criminal 
justice system. It is critical Indigenous Australians have a voice and are involved in the 
development of law and justice policy at a national level.  
 
“The Australian Government is committed to improving law and justice outcomes for 
Indigenous Australians as part of its bigger commitment to closing the gap on Indigenous 
disadvantage.” 
 
Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islanders with relevant experience and expertise will be 
invited to nominate themselves for appointment to the body after the consultation process. 
 
It’s expected that the advisory body will consist of 12 members who will be drawn from all 
States and Territories with expertise in academia, justice areas such as police, corrections 
and legal services, as well as health, education and housing.  
 
Mr Debus said a peak national Indigenous advisory body was necessary to provide an 
informed and credible voice on key issues. 
 
“The body will be consulted by the Government and will have significant input into 
Indigenous law and justice matters and will report to the Standing Committee of Attorney 
Generals and COAG. 
 
“The Government is also developing a National Indigenous Law and Justice Framework to 
find a common understanding of priorities, successes, continuing issues and suggestions for 
a constructive way forward.” 
 
Nationwide advertisements begin tomorrow with expectations the first meeting will occur by 
December this year.   
 
Consultation sessions will be held throughout Australia during September and October 2008 
and calls for nominations will be made after that.  
 
For more information, visit the Attorney-General’s Department website at www.ag.gov.au.  
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