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Introduction
Welcome to the September issue of the Law Council’s regular 
e-newsletter—@theLCA. As always, the Law Council welcomes your 
contributions to @theLCA. For more information, contact the editor on 
the details provided.

President’s Message

Ross Ray QC

Last year, the Law Council sought financial 
contributions from the profession to assist 
the Australasian Legal Information Institute 
(AustLII) continue its valuable service.

AustLII is the world’s most comprehensive, 
free online legal database. It is an essential 
tool for many lawyers, providing centralised 
access to Commonwealth, State and 
Territory databases of legislation, case-law 
and related legal materials. 

It also provides access to a wide range of 
international legal materials.  If it was not freely available, many 
lawyers would have to use highly priced commercial services 
and pass these costs on to clients.

The legal profession accounts for 50 per cent of commercial 
usage of AustLII.

AustLII also provides access to free legal information for any 
member of the public.  Such access supports the rule of law and 
should be upheld by the profession.

But it has been battling to maintain its level of service after its 
seven years of funding from the Australian Research Council 
dried up.

The legal profession responded admirably to last year’s call for 
assistance, contributing almost $400,000 for the 2007 year.

On the back of such a wonderful effort, the Law Council is again 
encouraging members of the Australian legal profession to make 
contributions to AustLII.

I ask you to consider making a donation – you can do so by 
going to www.austlii.edu.au  or www.lawcouncil.asn.au
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Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?
 

The Law Council has welcomed law firm Slater 
and Gordon as the major sponsor of its 75th 

Anniversary Dinner, to be held on Friday, 19 
September at the Australian War Memorial in 
Canberra.

The black-tie event is being held in the memorial’s 
spectacular Anzac Hall from 7pm, where guests 
will dine literally under the wings of the famed 
Lancaster Bomber dubbed “G for George”.

Newly-appointed High Court Chief Justice Robert 
French will present an after dinner address – 
one of his first official speaking roles in his new 
position.

Other guests will include Federal Attorney General 
Robert McClelland, ACT Attorney-General Simon 
Corbell, and former High Court Chief Justice Sir 
Gerard Brennan. 
 
They will be joined by politicians, past Law Council 
Presidents, members of the judiciary and other 
notable legal figures.

Attendees will receive a special 75th Anniversary 
gift as well as a commemorative publication 
marking the milestone.

Slater and Gordon will be supported by fellow 
sponsors Qantas and Toll Priority.

Tickets are still available from the Law Council and 
cost $140.

For more details on the 75th Anniversary Dinner, 
visit www.lawcouncil.asn.au

LCA Congratulates French, Farewells 
Gleeson

The Law Council has congratulated Robert 
French on his appointment as the new Chief 

Justice of the High Court of Australia.

At the same time, the nation’s peak legal body has 
also paid tribute to retiring High Court Chief Justice 
Murray Gleeson, who was officially farewelled last 
week.

Law Council President Ross Ray QC said Chief 
Justice French’s appointment to the High Court 
was richly deserved and capped a long and 
distinguished legal career.

“He will bring to the position a wealth of 
experience, with his contribution to the law 
spanning more than 30 years,” Mr Ray said. 

“We congratulate him and are confident he will 
provide outstanding leadership to the High Court 
of Australia,” he said.

Chief Justice French, a renowned expert in the 
field of competition law, has had a long history 
of involvement with the Law Council, primarily 
through its Business Law Section.

He has actively contributed to Law Council 
committees and conferences in the area of trade 
practices, and has contributed to the Council’s 
work in the area of Indigenous land use.

Most recently a judge of the Federal Court, based 
in Perth, he is the first Chief Justice in the court’s 
107-year history to come from Western Australia.

He takes over from Chief Justice Murray Gleeson, 
who was farewelled at a special ceremonial sitting 
of the High Court in his honour last Friday.

Mr Ray joined Federal Attorney General Robert 
McClelland and Australian Bar Association 
President Tom Bathurst QC in paying tribute to 
the retiring Chief Justice.

“Your Honour’s conduct of hearings has been 
exceptional. You asked few questions – and 
those you did ask were direct and deadly – 
exposing and identifying the essence of what 
was in issue. You had also a knack of bringing 
ranging arguments back on track,” Mr Ray told 
the ceremonial sitting.
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Mr Ray said no-one better summed up Chief 
Justice Gleeson’s work than Sir William 
Deane, who described him as, “an absolutely 
outstanding Chief Justice”.

Clarke Inquiry: Law Council Voices 
Concerns

Concerns about the course the Haneef Inquiry 
was taking recently prompted the Law Council 

to write to the Federal Attorney-General urging him 
to provide a proper statutory basis for the inquiry 
going forward.

The Law Council’s letter followed a statement 
made by inquiry head, John Clarke QC, in which 
it was revealed that information requested of 
government agencies had only been provided “in 
the main” and only after protracted negotiations. 

Mr Clarke also revealed that, despite earlier 
expectations, a large part of the information 
gathered by the inquiry would not be able to be 
made public. 

“The Law Council has every faith in Mr Clarke 
and his determination to deliver a thorough and 
independent report on the conduct of the Haneef 
case,” Law Council President Ross Ray QC said.

“However, the reality is that under the current 
arrangements, what information is provided to 
Mr Clarke and on what terms is a matter entirely 
within the control of the agencies involved,” he 
said.

Mr Ray said that whether or not more information 
would be disclosed and/or made publicly available 
if the inquiry were to be reconstituted as a Royal 
Commission or under special statute, was not the 
point.  

“From a credibility perspective, the issue is who 
is making these decisions about disclosure and 
publication and on what criteria,” he said.

“It is for that reason that I have urged the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General to take the 
necessary steps to provide a proper statutory 
framework for the inquiry which will ensure that it 
is able to access all relevant information on terms 
which are provided for by law, rather than on terms 
which are dictated by the parties involved.” 

“Without such a framework, the Government risks 
undermining public confidence in the ultimate 
outcome of the inquiry.”

Mr Clarke is due to hand his report to the Federal 
Government by 30 September. 

Dr Haneef, meanwhile, has been cleared of any 
wrongdoing, with the Australian Federal Police last 
week dropping the case against him.

Koowarta Scholarship Seeks 
Candidates

Nominations are open for the 2009 John 
Koowarta Scholarship. 

 
In 1994, the Law Council of Australia helped 
establish The John Koowarta Reconciliation 
Law Scholarship with funding from the Federal 
Government.  
 
The scholarship honours John Koowarta, a 
member of the Winychanam community based 
at Aurukun, who was described as “an Australian 
hero who was a courageous fighter against 
Governments which discriminate against people 
on the basis of race.” 
 
The scholarship is open to Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander students enrolled in a Bachelor of 
Laws degree. Successful applicants are awarded 
$5,500 a year towards their studies.  
 
Up to two scholarships will be awarded in 2009 
and recipients may re-apply in subsequent years 
until completing their degrees.  
 
For further information, visit                               
www.lawcouncil.asn.au/koowarta.html or email 
koowarta@lawcouncil.asn.au
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New Lawyers Hit New York

Young lawyer Lucy Terracall recently travelled 
to New York where she mourned the death of 
the billable hour and discovered that some of her 
counterparts in the US are treated like rock stars. 

Here’s her report.

I recently returned from New York City where I 
attended the American Bar Association Annual 

Meeting.  

As President of the Young Lawyers’ Section at the 
Law Institute of Victoria and a young lawyer in the 
insurance and litigation team at Clayton Utz, my 
time at the meeting was divided between Young 
Lawyers’ Division  meetings and events hosted by 
the Trial, Torts and Insurance Section.

The first event I attended was the Young Lawyers’ 
Division council meeting, which provided an 
opportunity for all the regional leaders of the 
division to report on the activities in their region 
and exchange ideas.  

It was apparent that many of the young lawyer 
activities had a political flavour.  For example, it 
is common for the regional sections to arrange 
political marches and public protests on issues 
relating to law.  

On the same day, I attended the division’s council 
dinner as a guest of the Chair, Justin Goldstein, 
which provided the perfect opportunity to meet with 
the members of the council.

During the conference I attended many continuing 
legal education (CLE) sessions run by both the 
YLD as well as the Torts, Trials and Insurance 
Section.  Many of these sessions focused on the 
future of legal practice in America and around the 
world.  

One particularly interesting session I attended 
was “Mourning the Death of the Billable Hour”.  
Although not a new topic, the lively panel 
discussion led by an animated Texan criminal 
lawyer provided practical alternative methods to 
the traditional hourly billing methods.  

One panellist made the obvious but enlightening 
point that clients don’t purchase lawyers’ time; 
they purchase the lawyer’s skill, judgement and 
knowledge.  On that basis, it was argued that it is 
nonsensical to bill clients on an hourly basis.  

The session involved a lot of audience discussion 
and when asked how the performance of 
lawyers might be measured in the absence of 
the traditional hourly billing method, one panel 
member remarked, “you just damn well know don’t 
you!”

A highlight of the young lawyer program at the 
annual meeting was the Fellows Dinner Dance.  
The dinner was more grandiose than anything ever 
hosted by the Young Lawyers’ Section in Victoria.  

With a Renaissance building as the backdrop, 
a band playing on stage, and over 250 guests, 
the dinner resembled something between a high 
school “prom” and a dinner for dignitaries.  

It was interesting to observe that the office 
of the Chair of the Young Lawyers’ Division 
attracts almost hero-like status in America.  The 
atmosphere among the crowd was electric when 
the outgoing Chair was reunited with his Law 
School band, the “Pro Bonos”, to play the drums 
for the last few numbers of the evening.  

I can only hope that at the Young Lawyers’ Section 
Christmas party for 2008 in Melbourne I will also 
be reunited with my high school band!

Lucy Terracall is President of the Young Lawyers’ 
Section at the Law Institute of Victoria.

Call for Human Rights Nominations

The Australian Human Rights Commission 
(formerly HREOC) is calling for nominations for 

the 2008 Human Rights Medals and Awards.

The awards, held annually, recognise the 
extraordinary contribution to Australian society of 
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individuals and organisations committed to human 
rights, social justice and equality.

The theme for this year’s awards is “Dignity 
and justice for all of us” – to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, which will be marked on international 
Human Rights Day (10 December).

This year, the commission has introduced the 
Young People’s Human Rights Medal, to recognise 
an individual under the age of 25 years who 
has made an outstanding contribution to the 
advancement of human rights in Australia. 

You can nominate yourself (or an individual or 
organisation) for the 2008 Human Rights Medal, 
Young People’s Human Rights Medal or one of 
the seven award categories: Law (sponsored by 
the Law Council), Community (Organisation or 
Individual), Literature (non-fiction), Print Media, 
Television and Radio.

To enter, simply fill in the entry form (including 
supporting material) and send it to the commission 
by 3 October 2008. 

Entry forms are available online at                   
www.humanrights.gov.au/hr_awards where you’ll 
also find all entry requirements, judging criteria 
and general information.

The winners will be announced at a gala luncheon 
ceremony at the Sheraton on the Park in Sydney 
on Wednesday, 10 December.

For more information, call (02) 9284 9618 or email 
hrawards@humanrights.gov.au

Kirby Wins Privacy Medal

High Court Judge Michael Kirby was this week 
awarded the inaugural Australian Privacy Medal 
for his invaluable contribution over many years to 
enhancing not only Australians’ privacy rights, but 
also those of citizens across the globe. 

The announcement was made in Sydney by 
Australian Privacy Commissioner Karen Curtis and 
Senator John Faulkner, Special Minister of State 
and Cabinet Secretary. 

Having chaired the OECD Expert Group on 
the Protection of Privacy, Justice Kirby led the 

development of the 1980 OECD Guidelines on the 
Protection of Privacy and the Trans-border Flows 
of Personal Data. 

Those Guidelines are still the basis for privacy 
laws, not only in Australia, but in most developed 
nations in the world. 

Justice Kirby also chaired the OECD Expert Group 
on Security of Information Systems, whose work 
produced the 1992 OECD Guidelines for the 
Security of Information Systems. 

In his capacity as chair of the Australian Law 
Reform Commission, Justice Kirby produced 
two reports on privacy, which, with the OECD 
Guidelines, were critical to the development of the 

Australian Privacy Act. 

“Subsequently, he 
has written and 
spoken about privacy, 
and continues to 
articulate privacy as 
an important right,” Ms 
Curtis said. 

What’s On

Registrations are still being sought for the 
2008 National Access to Justice and Pro Bono 
Conference, to be held in Sydney on 14 and 
15 November. The conference, which will 
revolve around the theme “Working Together”, is 
presented by the Law Council of Australia and the 
National Pro Bono Resource Centre, supported 
by the Australian Legal Assistance Forum, the 
Family Law Section of the Law Council and the 
New South Wales Bar Association.Confirned 
guest speakers include National Association of 
Community Legal Centres Convenor Liz O’Brien, 
NSW Justice Minister John Hatzistergos, Federal 
Magistrate Michael Baumann, and Robin Knowles 
QC, Chairman of the Bar Pro Bono Unit of England 
and Wales. Visit www.a2j08.com.au

The Inter-Pacific Bar Association has established 
the IPBA Scholarship Program to enable practicing 
lawyers to attend the IPBA’s 19th Annual Meeting 
and Conference in Manila, The Philippines, 
from April 29 to May 2, 2009. For details, visit         
http://www.ipba.org/about/scholarship.htm
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The 2008 National Indigenous Legal Conference 
will be held on 12 and 13 September at the RACV 
Club in Melbourne. The conference will focus on 
topical issues such as Native Title, the Stolen 
Generations, Indigenous issues at the United 
Nations, and the Northern Territory Intervention. 
It will be of particular interest and relevance to 
lawyers, law students, barristers, solicitors, judges, 
Indigenous community workers, Indigenous 
Community Elders, community legal centres, 
local government, Aboriginal legal services, 
land councils, native title representative bodies, 
academics and public servants. Up to 10 CPD 
points are available for the two-day event. The 
conference will be held in conjunction with the 
Brian Willis National Indigenous Legal Ball. For 
registration details and more information, email 
denise.bennett@vicbar.com

The Managing Partners Exchange (MPX) is 
being held in Melbourne (11 September), Sydney 
(16 September) and Brisbane (1 October). The 
Managing Partners Exchange, proudly endorsed 
by the Law Council of Australia, brings together 
Managing Partners, CEOs and COOs, exclusively. 
This interactive afternoon workshop will be an 
environment where the top leaders of law firms will 
have the opportunity to network and gain insights 
into more effective leadership techniques. For 
further information, contact Jenny Katrivesis – 
cms-chilli marketing solutions on (02) 9818 6566 or 
email jenny@chillimarketing.com.au 

The Australian Corporate Lawyers Association 
(ACLA) will hold its 14th annual National 
Conference on Thursday/Friday 6-7 November at 
the Sydney Hilton Hotel.  The theme of this year’s 
Conference is: The In-house Jigsaw:  pulling the 
pieces together. The two-day program features 
over 25 workshops and CLE sessions including 
a keynote address from Tony D’Aloisio, the 
Chairman of ASIC. The ACLA Annual Dinner on the 
Thursday evening will provide fabulous food, music 
and entertainment before the ACLA Australian 
In-house Lawyer of the Year Awards 2008 are 
presented. The full Conference brochure will be 
available shortly. For more details, check the ACLA 
web site: www.acla.com.au

Jamaica will host the Commonwealth Lawyers 
Association 25th anniversary conference, to be 
held from 16-19 October 2008 at the Ritz Carlton, 
Montego Bay. Full details and regular updates are 
available at www.paragon-conventions.com/cla08 
or email dbenmoshe@paragon-conventions.com

This year’s ALPMA Legal Management Summit 
will be held at Star City, Sydney, on 10 and 11 
October. Each year the ALPMA Legal Management 
Summit gets bigger and better – and this year 
will be no exception.  With more streams, more 
speakers and more variety, the 2008 Summit is set 
to impress. With keynote presenters from overseas 
and Australia, the program has been fine tuned to 
offer all delegates both strategic and operational 
sessions to “reFresh Your Law Firm”. For more 
information, please contact Kerrie Billings at 
k.billings@alpma.com.au or (03) 9432 0335. For 
sponsorship opportunities contact Jenny Watson 
on 0414 618 629 or email j.watson@alpma.com.au

Gold Coast-based Bond University Dispute 
Resolution Centre is running the following short 
(one to four day) courses during 2008: 16-19 
October – Basic Mediation (in conjunction with 
Leo Cussen Inst) – Melbourne; 7-8 November 
– Assessment Course (in conjunction with Leo 
Cussen Inst) – Melbourne; 27-30 November – 
Basic Mediation* – Marriott, Gold Coast. *Courses 
with an asterisk have a Foundation Family 
Mediation Stream, run in conjunction with AIFLAM 
(Australian Institute of Family Law Arbitrators and 
Mediators). For details, contact Kate Bolas – email 
kate.bolas@lawcouncil.asn.au

Preparations are already underway for the 36th 
Australian Legal Convention, to be held in Perth 
from 17-20 September 2009. Please put the date 
in your diaries and look out for further details later 
this year.


