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Australia’s Peak Legal Body Celebrates       
75 Years Representing the Profession 

Judges, politicians and prominent members of the legal profession will 
gather in Canberra this evening to mark the Law Council of Australia’s 
75th anniversary. 

New High Court Chief Justice Robert French, Federal Attorney-General 
Robert McClelland, former Chief Justice Sir Gerard Brennan and ACT 
Attorney-General Simon Corbell will celebrate with nearly 200 guests at 
the Australian War Memorial’s spectacular Anzac Hall. 

Law Council President Ross Ray QC said the 75th anniversary 
celebrations had given the Council an opportunity to reflect on how far 
it had come in 75 years and, similarly, how much the Australian legal 
profession had changed in that time. 

“When the Law Council was formed, it comprised 10 law societies and 
bar associations and spoke on behalf of just 2,700 lawyers nationally. 
This has now grown to 17 constituent bodies – including Australia’s 
largest law firms – and 56,000 lawyers – 20 times the number we 
initially represented.” 

The Law Council was formed in April 1933, at the first ever Conference 
of Australian Legal Societies in Sydney, where participants voted to 
create a national legal body to represent the interests of lawyers. 

“A constitution was drawn up and ratified – and the Law Council was 
born,” Mr Ray said. 

“Three quarters-of-a-century later, we represent a truly national legal 
profession where lawyers are increasingly operating across borders, 
both national and international,” he said. 

“From rule of law and access to justice issues to the many national 
issues which affect the practise of law on a daily basis, the Law Council 
continues its work on behalf of the profession and to ensure better laws 
for the community,” Mr Ray concluded. 

A commemorative publication showcasing 75 years of the Law Council 
is available at http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/shared/2457695462.pdf 
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The Law Council of Australia exists to represent the legal profession at the 
national level, to speak on behalf of its constituent bodies on national issues, 
and to promote the administration of justice, access to justice and general 
improvement of the law. 


