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VIOXX CLASS ACTION NUMBERS SURGE 
 
Local victims of the arthritis drug Vioxx have rushed to join an Australian class action in the wake of a $5 
billion weekend settlement for U.S. Vioxx users. 
 
Yesterday more than 170 people called law firm Slater & Gordon which is conducting the Vioxx class action 
for more than 1000 others (including more than 250 from New South Wales). 
 
Others inquired on-line, setting a new record for one-day traffic on the law firm’s web site.  To cope with the 
demand, the firm will now provide video legal advice on the Vioxx class action on its website, believed to be 
a first for an Australian law firm. 
 
Slater & Gordon lawyer James Higgins says the Federal Court of Australia has already encouraged lawyers 
for Australian claimants and the manufacturer’s Australian subsidiary, Merck, Sharpe and Dohme, to 
consider mediation. 
 
“We are keen to talk with the other side,” Mr Higgins said.  “The ball is in their court. 
 
“Despite Merck’s weekend statements that they will continue to fight each Australian case, we think common 
sense should prevail and a settlement be negotiated. 
 
“This will save time, money and effort for all concerned.” 
 
Cessnock resident Patricia Vitnell, 72, is typical of those who have already signed up for the class action. 
 
Mrs Vitnell took Vioxx for more than two years, and suffered five minor strokes before suffering more serious 
strokes on September 10 and October 14 2003, then heart failure in 2004 and two heart attacks, a week 
apart, in March 2006. 
 
She says the incidents have ended her previous lifestyle. 
 
“Active!  I never stopped.  As soon as my feet hit the floor in the morning, I was off,” she says. 
 
“I love animals and I love life.” 
 
She previously played golf, enjoyed bowling, did all her own housework and kept chooks (she still has three).  
Her weekly highlight now is craft at the local Anglican church each Wednesday. 
 
“Vioxx has taken my lifestyle away,” Mrs Vitnell said.  “My daughter-in-law is now my carer and has to all the 
work I used to do, like cleaning windows and washing curtains. I can’t play bowls anymore and even getting 
up steps is difficult.” 
 
For more information 
James Higgins, Slater & Gordon (03) 9602 6888 
 
Andrew Taylor (media liaison) 0411 156 797 
 
Slater & Gordon is a national law firm established in 1935 to allow average working Australians access to their legal rights. 
Offices in Melbourne, Sydney, Perth, Brisbane, Adelaide, Canberra, Parramatta, Newcastle, Wollongong, Erina, Broken Hill, 
Morwell, Ballarat, Geelong, Footscray, Dandenong, Werribee and Ringwood. 


