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MEDIA RELEASE

VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES WILL BE 
HURT BY CANBERRA’S LEGAL AID CUTS

11 February 2015

The New South Wales Bar Association has today endorsed recent calls from the Australian Bar Association for the 
Australian Government to properly fund legal aid.

These cuts have had a major impact on some of the most vulnerable and disadvantaged members of our community. 
The New South Wales Bar Association has been concerned for some time about the significant decrease in 
Commonwealth funding for Legal Aid NSW and wrote to the Commonwealth Attorney-General late last year 
urging that funding levels be restored. 

The effects of the Australian Government’s actions have no better illustration than their consequences for war 
veterans and their families.

‘Veterans and their families will no longer be funded to retain private lawyers in cases where they challenge decisions 
of the Australian Government in the Administrative Appeals Tribunal for a pension or Gold Card.  Their legal 
representation will now depend on whether the already overworked and under-resourced Legal Aid NSW has the 
capacity to conduct the matter in-house’ the President of the New South Wales Bar Association, Jane Needham 
SC, said today.

These concerns were originally raised by Sydney Legacy, and the Association has also today written in support to the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General to highlight the impact of the cuts on war widows and veterans” Ms Needham 
said.

“It is troubling that war veterans and their families may face the prospect of not having legal representation or 
legal representation of their own choice when challenging decisions of the Commonwealth in relation to pensions 
and the Gold Card.  In these very same cases the Commonwealth is routinely represented by lawyers of its choice.  
Our war veterans and their families should not be placed at such a disadvantage when challenging decisions of the 
Commonwealth” said Ms Needham.

The New South Wales Bar Association once again calls on the Commonwealth to immediately inject $4 million in 
additional legal aid for this financial year and to conduct an urgent review of legal aid funding. It is crucial that a 
long term solution be reached to avoid a recurrence in future years.
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