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The New South Wales Bar Association’s childcare scheme commenced with the opening of a new Guardian 
Early Learning Centre in Martin Place, Sydney today. The Bar Association has entered a partnership with 
Guardian which offers priority childcare places for members of the New South Wales Bar.

‘Extended periods of parental leave can have a negative effect on barristers’ practice, and in particular 
on the volume and quality of work being offered to them’ the president of the New South Wales Bar 
Association Jane Needham SC said. 

‘Members of the bar often find that places in long day care centres are not available to them when they are 
ready to return to work. Numerous studies, along with the experience of our members, indicate that this 
is a major hurdle for many barristers - both female and male - to overcome’ said Ms Needham.

‘The Bar Association’s arrangement with Guardian Early Learning is designed to give barristers the option 
of utilising full or part-time childcare, should they wish to do so. This is particularly relevant for barristers 
who cannot afford in-home care’ Ms Needham said.

‘The scheme also allows flexibility for barristers who rely on family or in-home carers to look after their 
children, by providing an opportunity for emergency care when their regular carer is not available. This 
degree of flexibility is invaluable when a conflict arises, as it almost inevitably does’.

‘The new arrangement with Guardian provides working barristers in the CBD with easy access to 
affordable, high quality childcare, and will help barristers with young families achieve a better work/life 
balance. It is something that would have made my life easier when my children were younger’ said Ms 
Needham.

Under the arrangement, the Bar Association has reserved ten childcare spots for its members in the city 
centre, where childcare is in great demand and waiting lists are long. ‘The bar needs to be a friendlier place 
for those with childcare commitments, and our hope is that the new scheme will attract lawyers planning 
families to the bar and encourage those with young families to stay in practice’ Ms Needham said.
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