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The Australian Government’s decision to axe the Refugee Review Tribunal Legal Advice Scheme will 
significantly increase the number of self-represented litigants and blow out appeals and delays in the 
Federal Circuit Court, the president of the New South Wales Bar Association, Phillip Boulten SC, said 
today.

Under the scheme a panel of specialist barristers and solicitors provides expert advice to unrepresented 
people seeking review of the Refugee Review Tribunal’s decisions. The Department of Immigration pays 
panel members a flat rate low fee for their advices.

‘Minister Scott Morrison’s decision to cut the scheme will have a substantial impact upon unrepresented 
litigants, denying them access to specialised legal advice and access to justice. It is regrettable that the 
government is denying legal advice to those people most in need of that assistance, who in many cases 
are seeking refuge from oppressive regimes’ Mr Boulten said.

In the first nine years of its operation, over 6000 applicants were provided with legal advice under 
the scheme. The Department of Immigration has estimated that each administrative appeal costs the 
department $10,000 by the time of completion. 

‘The withdrawal rates of applicants who receive advice under the scheme have been consistently higher 
than those who have not. This represents a real cost saving for government’ said Mr Boulten.

‘The decision will also have a significant effect on the workload of the Federal Circuit Court, which 
hears these appeals’ Mr Boulten said.

‘Over the years many potential appellants have been dissuaded from continuing with hopeless appeals 
by advices received under the scheme’ he said.

‘The Federal Circuit Court faces more appeals and increased delays with the abolition of the scheme’ Mr 
Boulten said. ‘Removing the scheme is a false economy, as the resultant additional workload and delays 
simply represent a shifting of costs to an already under-resourced judiciary.’

‘The Bar Association calls on the minister to reinstate the scheme, which brings clear benefits for parties, 
the Department of Immigration and the courts’.
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