
 
 
 

FEDERAL COURT OF AUSTRALIA 

 
 
 

 
 

Casetrack 
 

A new case management system 
 

 
Casetrack and eSearch 

As part of the national implementation of a new case management system, Casetrack, the Federal Court 
and Federal Magistrates Court (for general federal law only) have introduced a new feature which allows 
online searching of basic case information via the Intranet.  With Casetrack having ‘gone live’ in Sydney 
on 27 September 2004 data for cases filed in the ACT, New South Wales, Northern Territory, South 
Australia and Victoria is now available.  National data will be available when Queensland and Western 
Australia are added at the end of 2004. 

The introduction of Casetrack has required the two Courts’ file numbering systems to change.  For 
example, a New South Wales Federal Court matter now has the prefix of NSD (‘NS’ represents the filing 
state and ‘D’ represents the Federal Court). A Sydney Federal Magistrates Court matter now has the 
prefix of SYG (‘SY’ represents the filing registry and ‘G’ represents the Federal Magistrates Court).  
Matters filed prior to the introduction of Casetrack will only change their prefix (eg in the Federal Court 
‘N’ became ‘NSD’). 

A key feature of the Casetrack system is the eSearch facility which allows searching of cases via the 
Internet.  A search can be conducted and basic information provided about each matter.  This includes 
dates that matters are listed and the text of orders, where available, that may have been made. 

As the database is being continually updated, the results of a search may vary from time to time as new 
information is entered. Note: Case data for Queensland and Western Australia matters will be added 
progressively later in 2004. 



Searching for matters 
Go to either the Federal Court’s website – www.fedcourt.gov.au or the Federal Magistrates Court 
website – www.fmc.gov.au and click on eCourt in the Federal Court, in the menu on the left hand side of 
the screen, and then eSearch or in the Federal Magistrates Court, eSearch in the left hand side menu. 
 

  
 
If you agree with the terms and conditions, click on ‘Accept’ towards the bottom of the screen. 
 

 
 
Searches may be undertaken by file number or name, or by three matters: admiralty caveats, bankruptcy 
and native title.  Regardless of which website is used to access eSearch, searches are of all data 
recorded for Federal Court and Federal Magistrates Court matters.  Note: it will however not be for all 
matters nationally until Queensland and Western Australia are added later in 2004. 
 

  
 



If searching by file number, the whole file number, along with the Registry where it was filed, must be 
entered.   

If searching by name, the whole name must be entered. If searching for part of a name or group, ensure 
‘Check for partial name’ box has been ticked. 

Tick if searching in both the Federal Court and Federal Magistrates Court or only one or the other and if 
the search is to be across all files current and finished or in just current or finalised cases. 

eSearch will return a list of cases that match the criteria. Select a case from the list of results returned. 
eSearch provides the following information: 

 

P  a list of some of the parties to a matter 
 
L  the dates the matter is listed, along with the next list date 
 
O  Orders made if available, (this will be a Word document and may be downloaded) 
 

  
 
Bankruptcy Searches 
eSearch can be used to conduct the searches of the Federal Court and Federal Magistrates 
Court records required by Order 77, rule 18 of the Federal Court Rules and Rule 31.04 of the 
Federal Magistrates Court Rules.  Until later in 2004 when both Queensland and Western 
Australia matters have been added to Casetrack, this will need to be supplemented by a search 
at the Federal Court Registry of the Federal Court’s and Federal Magistrates Court’s case 
management databases, FEDCAMS and MAGCAMS. 
 
Further Information 
You can obtain further information about eSearch by contacting the Federal Court Registry by 
phone on 02 9230 8567 or email: nswdr@fedcourt.gov.au. 
 
 


